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, to write a thorough-going treatise 
fyow to be a successful Sen- 
ator/ But a likely author of 
such a handy ref- 
erence work is 
the senior Sena- 
tor from Colo- 
rado, Edwin C. 
Johnson. 

The essence of 
the Senator’s 
formula for sue-' 
ccss seems to be 
the gentle art of 
sitting tight and 
saying nothing or 
,-j practically noth- 
ing.' - ; of fate softie of Senator 
h ^inSo^s’ colleagues have been- 
^talking "about him with envy not 
‘ unrnfxect' With bitterness and re- 

7®tmeiit. ~ ” r — - 

As. chairman of the Senate In- 
terstate aiiQ Foreign Commerce 
Committee, Johnson has been 
successfully ignoring all hints 
aftd ‘suggestions, that two unsav- 
situations be investigated. 
Both' involve influence, pull, fa- 
vfetism Ifnfl, in all probability, 
law-breaking through secret po- 
litical 4 'cbfifrihutions in large 
a^miftts. *Many observers be- 
lieve jfiat'a really thorough in- 
.-qUlry "in these two fields would 
pfdduce far greater scandals than 
'Mv^'ylt been 'brought to light. 

- One is the shipping industry, 
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that before the presidential elec- 
tion an agent o$ an airline com- 
pany paid to an agent of the 
Democratic Party $85,000 in cash. 
That could be established only by 
an investigating staff empowered 
to subpoena witnesses who would 
testify under oath. It will nat- 
urally be denied with self-right- 
eous indignation. 

Last year by a majority decision 
the Civil Aeronautics Board ruled 
against the proposed merger of 
the international routes of Ameri- 
can* Overseas Airlines and ,1 yG j 
American. Under the law an [ 
ternational decision must be ap 
proved by the President before, 1 
it is final. President Truman 
first stamped the majority opin- 
ion okay and returned it to the 
board. 

But before it could be released, 
the presidential - okay was re- 
called and Truman then officially 
overruled the CAB. Rumors 
about the high-powered — and 
highly paid — influence that’ 
brought this about persisted in 
the aftermath of a political de- 
cision reversing all the experts. 

Inside the CAB it was reported 
at the time that a strong opinion 
had been prepared by the De- 
partment of Justice disapproving 
the merger on the ground that it 
would promote a monopoly. On 
political instructions from higher | 
up that opinion is said to have \ 


ffie*sifle*ahd resale of Gov- been withdrawn. A comparatively 
i ^Hblit'bufIt’ tankers and mer- innocuous Department of Justice 


It 


.ant vessels to those with in- 
^knowledge arid the opera- 
^ lliese ' vessels under for- 
_ ,/ags and by foreigners, par- 
ulafly’ i> *Gr’eeks, who pay no 
JajteJT 'to any ’ estihtry. Some of 
tfiy^sliips are believed to have 
^ftyolvecf in the smuggling 
3 . Materials to Communist 
' 

r .. field Is the air- 
idustry. ^"PerMstent rumors 
/orlHsm add influence have 
retT'aBouT decisions of the 
'XeronSutics Board award- 
id air-mail pay — 
^ji^^cbncealed subsidies — 
e^mafor airlines: 
m tnio - tfiese^woTffirations 
tcallyTn The~public interest 
Take two "things. First, it 
!<T "falce ’ “determination and 
^SfHhe top. Second, it 
fake a "Staff of skilled in- 


brief was finally filed in the case. 
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PAN AM AND W. R. Grace & 
Co., with shipping and a wide 
variety of interests in South 
America, are now in a legal bat- 
tle over the right to carry pas- 
sengers into New York. Both 
companies charge monopolistic 
designs on the part of the other* 

If Pan American seems to fig- 
hts largely in this account, it is 
perhaps because it is richer and 
more powerful than any other 
company and because other lines 
were in the field earlier to barter 
bought-and-paid-for influence for 
advantageous position. A subse- 
quent column will describe . 
“Operation Subsidy” in the in- 
stance of another airline. 

Senator Owen Brewster of 
Maine, a member of big Ed John- 
ston's Commerce Committee, 
urged publicly some time ago 
iM^‘“fmiailarly7or ship- that the chairman consider 
where’ so' fhffCh is hidden in whether an airline investigation 
£iile ‘Transactions of one kind was necessary. But there is lit- 

arfdtKeE" tle„. evidence that Brewster, a 

* vWWl the CAB to award long-time friend of Pan American 
" who introduced a bill to create a 

monoply airline for the United 
States in the foreign field, has 
pushed his suggestion. 

Next year airline' franchises for 
foMMldn for" the* route" to American companies operating 

g waifand points beyond in the ln the Atlantic expire. Next 
m: * On June 30 of that year V ear ls a Presidential year. Un- 
til! west' Airlines “got a permit Iess some action is taken, these 
. .faivSn: Oil October 4 Pan P ri “ s are to J» P ut . on £• 

. African Airiva^Wsuthorlzed P?l>«cal auction block in the 
MSfe mmstltemr*'--”--'- - .^totsfshoAmg barter that has 
‘ 4, ’- j ^r”fhaT'STnio«est and lon ® this ca P ,tal - I 

n ed lnves^igaRon woifLd show > 



routes both at home 
jot ’fias'^stlrred a fierce 
Pscerie?*p0litical scram- 
was e^pSCfcrlly acute 
h’"ffie suMihH* &ft‘d fall of 1948 
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